
EXHIBIT

t a
HOPKINS COLINTY CAME ROOM REGULATIONS

SECTION I. GENERALLY

,HEREAS' the Lecislature of the state orrexas has amended chapter 2i4 0rthe
.??i,1l,."3lllil1.ifli;-authorizing "n"i' ;;;;;. in.ruaing Hopkins county. to

"r,,,,.,,ffi}i|"r#":llH 
a"r",r. re.ras desires to reduce rhe adverse secondarl. effects

the Hopkins c;; ;;;r;,.;::11fi:I* in hearings and reports una .n,a. u"uiluul.lo

THEREFORE. THE HOPKINS COLNTYCOMMISSIONERS 
COURT FINDS:

l. Illicit Game Room
varietyor"0"..,.';l'":o?;*;.#.,",1.,,ffi ilffi ?ffi ;:T,il:H:,ff ,l,l;properry crimes. gambling ofTenses. rn.u*n Jff.n..r. irricit Jrug ,"r. Jn[.orr*trafficking' negarive impacis on ,r""r"oi.!"0'.o"oerties, urban blight. and riner.

2' Game Rooms shourd be separated from sensitive rand uses to minimize the impactof their adverse secondary: effec,, uoon-.uJ'uJ.s. and should be separated fromother Game Rooms' to minimize,t. 
"ar"r*..a"rdary effects associated w.ith suchuses and to prevent an unnecessary concenration ofGame Rooms in one area.

3. 
ffi.rJ:.ff ,"# 

have restricred hours of operation due to rhe considerarions set

Mondays,n,.,*n ;i,Illl,:#, HT'JI ;ffi.i*A: lkli...*, *lX lauthorized in *riting in the Game n""- p..*i, i..ued by the Game Room permitAdministrator pursuant ro Subsection ;.s oiii-... n.gularions.

4. Each of the fbregoin_e adverse secondary.effects coCountl- Texas hls a substantial go!.emment ,nr.r.rlilt-'l* 
a harm' r'rhich Hopkins

substantiar gou.",*.nt,int.r.o in pr.,l.nii,; ;;;;i:: ::H::f :[.Hlllli;lilHopkins Counr). Teyas, rationale iir. ,f,. Ain"Lrl
compararii.e unur1.i. b.t,,.., G, il; il"il:llT;,,il:'#ir".#:H;::
Count1.. Texas' interests in .egulating O"rn. *"".
ltffi J:'"Til:,.:lf:,'"r"ri,,...,i.i;::#:S;"illil:ff Jili:f, .LJI;

l.l. Aulhoritv to Regulate.

(a) The Regurations are promulgated pursuant to. and in confbrmirl. *.ith. chapter 23.rolthe Locar Government Code' as amendea- ,iJ.Jcor*t Reguration orBusinessesand occupations' The commissioners' court of n 
"*nt1. ma1. regurate rhe operation



of Game Rooms to promote the public health. safbty. and *elthre. according to

Section ]i.l,I Ii of the l-ocal Government Code.

(b) It is the purpose of the Hopkins Countl' Commissioners Court to exercise its police

pou'er. as established under Chapter 234 ofthe Local Govemment Code. to establish

reasonable and unitbrm regulation of Game Rooms to promote the public health.

sat'et1. and *elfhre and to prohibit business activities rvhich merell sene as a front

tbr criminal activities. including. but not limited to. gambling and tax evasion.

(c) The Regulations do not legalize an]thing prohibited under the Texas Penal Code or

an) other law(s) or regulation(s).

1.2. Administration.

(a) The Hopkins Count) Commissioners Court herebr. designates any larv enfbrcement

agenc) to investigate for violations of the Regulations. An1 Peace Officer that is

certitied b1 the State olTeras mar entbrce the Regulations.

(b) Under Section 234.138 of the Local Govemment Code. a Person commits an oft'ense

il the Person intentionall) or knowingll Operates a Game Room in violation of a
regulation adopted under Section 234. t3i. An offense under this Section is a Class

A misdemeanor-

(c) In accordance uith Section 214.133 of the Local Gor.emment Code. the State of
Texas has granted Hopkins Countl Commissioners Court authoritl to promote

public health. safety. and ueltare.

(d) Except as provided in Subsection l.l(e) ol the Regulations. the Hopkins Countl

Commissioners Courl designates the Hopkins Countl Sheriffas Game Room Permit

.\dministrator for Hopkins Countl'. Teras. The Hopkins Countl Sheriff shall

supen ise. control. and operate the Permit Otllce. The Hopkins Countl Sheriff shall

in\.estigate. den1. issue. attach conditions to. administratir.'el1 suspend. and/or

reloke Game Room Permits pursuant to the Regulations and anl applicable state

la*1s ).

(c) The Flopkins Counn Commissioners Coun allous incorporated cities or totvns in

Hopkins Countl. Texas to designate their own Game Room Permit Administrator.

The Game Room Permit Administrator shall supen ise. control. and operate the

Permit Otfice. The Game Room Permit .{dministrator shall inrestigate. denr. issue.

attach conditions to. administrativell suspend. or rer oke Game Room Permits

pLlrsuant to the Regulations and an1 applicable state la$(s).

-A.reas Clor ered b1 the Regulations



Pursuant to Section 2i.1.I ii of the Local Govemment Code. the Regulations app[]- to all areas

olHopkins County. Texas. This includes the incorporaled and unincorporated areas ofHopkins
Countl. Texas.

1."1. Definitions.

(a) "Game Room" means a fbr-protit business located in a buitding or place that contains

six (6) or more:

( 1 ) Amusement Redemption Machines. or

(2) electronic. electromechanical. or mechanical contrivances that. for a donation

or an)'other consideration. affords a plaler the opportunitl'to obtain a prize or
thing olvalue. the aw'ard olwhich is determined solel] or partially by chance.

regardless of ',r,hether the contrivance is designed. made. or adopted solely lor
bona fide amusement purposes. or

(I) gaming establishment that e\clusi', elr otl'ers card games tbrplal bl thepublic.

(b) "Amusement Redemption lvlachine" means anl- electronic. electromechanical. or

mechanical contrirance designed. nrade. and adopted lbr bona fide amusemcnt

purposes uhether it reuards the plaver uith cash. anv other sort ofcredits or rrith non-

cash merchandise. prizes. tor.s. or novelties. or a representation of value redeemable

tbr those items. that have a r,"holesale value ar.ailable tiom a single play olthe game or
device of not more than l 0 times the amount charged to plal the game or device once.

or 55. uhicherer amount is less.

(c) "Ouner" means a Person \\ho

(l) has an ounership interest in. or receives the protits iiom a Game Room or an

Amusement Redemption \lachine located in a Game Room:

(l) is a partner. director. or oflicer of a business. compan]. or corporation that has

an ounership interest in a Game Room or in an Amusement Redemption

\lachine located in a Game Room:

1--lt is a shareholder that holds more than ten ( l0) percent olthe outstanding shares

ofa business. compan)'. or corporation that has an ounership interest in a Game

Room or in an Amusement Redemption Nlachine located in a Game Room:

(-l) has been issued b1 the Counl] Clerk an assumed name certiticate tbr a business

that o$ns a Game Room or an r\musement Redemption Machine located in a

Game Room:

( 5 ) signs a lease tirr a Ciame Roonr



(6) opens an account tbr utilities tbr a Game Room:

(7) receives a certificate of occupancl' or certificate ol compliance tbr a Game

Room: pay's tbr advertising for a Game Room: or.

(8) signs an alarm permit for a Game Room.

To "Operate a Game Room" means to:

( l) be an Or,l ner or Operator ofa Game Room as those terms are defined by Subsection

l..l(c) and 1.4(0 ofthe Regulations:

(l) pertbrm securitl sen'ices tbr a Game Room. including but not limited to.

screening Game Room customers. regulating entn of customers into a Game

Room. monitoring Game Room customers. and locking and/or unlocking a

Game Room's door(s) during business hours:

(3) tund the operation ofa Came Room:

(.+) have a tlnancial interest in a Game Room:

(5 ) receive anr prot-rt from a Game Room:

(6) supp[1 machines described in Subsection l.-l(a) ( I )-(]) or Subsection l..l(b) to a

Game Room:

\7) or.rn machines described in Subsection 1.4(a) (l)-(l) or Subsection l.-l(b)

located in a Game Room:

(8) receive anv protit from a machine described in Subsection 1.4(a) (l)-(l) or

Subsection I .-l(b) located in a Came Room: or-

(9) hare machines described in Subsection l.-l(a) tl)-(l) or Subsection l.-l(b)
registered in rour name. or an\ operator's name. uith Hopkins Countl. Texas.

andior the Teras Comptroller located in a Game Room.

(d) "Operator" means an individual *ho:

( I ) operates a cash register. cash draser. or other depositorl on the premises ol a

Game Room or of a business s here moner earned or the records of credit card

transactions or other credit transactions generated in an1 manner by the operation

of a Game Room or activities conducted in a Game Room are kept:



(l) displays. delivers. or provides to a customer of a Game Room: merchandise.

goods. entertainment. or other services otl-ered on the premises of a Game Room:

takes orders t-rom a customer of a Game Room tbr merchandise. goods.

entertainment. or other senices ot-fered on the premises of a

(+) acts as a door attendanl to regulate entr) ofclstomers or other persons into a Came

Room: or.

supervises or manages other persons at a Game Room in the performance ofan
activity listed in this Subsection.

(e) "Applicant" means an individual. proprietorship. corporation. association. andi or other

legal entitl- required to obtain a Game Room Permit and,'or an individual.
proprietorship. corporation. association. andior other legal entitl that has applied tbr a
Game Room Permit.

(D "Sheriff means the SherifTof Hopkins Countl'. Texas. or the Sheriffs designated agent.

"Game Room Permit Administrator" means the Sherilf olHopkins Countl. Texas- the

Sheriffs designated agent. or the designated ofticial lor a cooperating municipality.

(h) "Cunent Annual Fire [nspection Report" means a fire inspection report issued b1 the

Hopkins County Fire \larshal or a similar inspection b1 the department having

competent jurisdiction $ithin the incorporated area of the countl. uithin ninetl 190)
dals immediatell preceding the date of an1 application tbr operation of a Game Room

or rene'ur al ola Game Room Permit.

(l) "Peace Otlcer" means an individual described in Article l.l I olthe Texas Code of
Criminal Procedure.

(.r) "Person" means an Ouner. Operator. individual. emplol'ee. independent contractor.

agent. proprietorship. corporation. association. or other legal entit).

(k) "Public Building" means a building used b1 Federal. State. or local government that is

open to the general public.

(l) "Regulations" andlor "the Regulation " means these Regulations of Hopkins Countl.
Texas tbr the operation of Game Rooms.

"School" means a tacilitl. including all attached plalgrounds. dormilories. stadiums.

and other appurtenances that are pan oithc tacilitl. used tor the primarl purpose of
instruction or education- including primarl and secondarr schools. colleges- and

unirersitics. btrth public and prirate.

5
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(n) "Gambling Device" means a device described in Article 47.01 (4XA) of the Texas Penal

Code.

(o) "Fire Saf-etl OtIciat" means the Flopkins Countl Fire Marshal or the department

official having competent jurisdiction *ithin the incorporated area of the countv to

conduct a tire and lil'e saletr inspection.

(p) "Notice" is deemed eflective on the date written notice to an Applicant. permit holder.

or agent thereof is hand delivered or posted on the fronl exterior door ol the Game

Room. or upon receipt bl certitled mail.

(q) "Countl Emplolee" means anv individual authorized by' Hopkins Countl. Texas to

inspect a Game Room tbr compliance with the Regulations.

(r) "Residence" means an) house. apartment. or other structure where one or more persons

lile or reside. and includes anl lard or curtilage associated uith an1 such slructure

occupied as a residence. The term "residence" also includes anl lot. tracl or parcel of
land zoned as residential b1 anl municipal authoritl u.ithin Hopkins Countl'.

Texas.

(s) "Place ol \lbrship" means anl building. structure or an1'other fixture to real propertl'

is exempt lrom taxation and which is used primarill lbr religious uorship and

instruction. The term "place of rvorship" includes but is not limited to an1 building.
structure. or other improvement to real propenl used as a place of$orship and inctudes

anl curtilage to an1 of said structures.

(r) "Game Room Appeal OlIcer" means the person or persons appointed bl the Hopkins

Countl Commissioners Court to hear and determine appeals tiom an1 Game Room

Application denial. or the suspension or rerocation ofanl Game Room Permit.

(u) "Rerocation " of a Ganre Room Permit" means the conrplete loss of a Game Room

Permit ibr all purposes requiring an entirel] ner,r Game Room Application process not

sooner than 180 dals tiom the date ol retocation. pursuant to proceedings initiated

under Subsection 1.2(e) olthese Resulations.

(1) "suspension " or "Administrati\ e Suspension " means an immediate shut-do*n or

closure of a Game Room bl the detemrination of the Game Room Adnlinistrator-

pending the decision of the Game Room Appeal OtTicer. pursuant to the provisions of
Subsection l.l(a) or Subsection l.l(d) ofthese Regulations.

(\\ ) "Nlotor V-ehicle" means a passenger car. pickup truck. or truck. other than a motorclcle.
used to transport persons and designed to accommodate l0 or t-e* er passengers.

including the drir er.



(\) "Parking Space" means a designated area to park a motor vehicle uhich is not less than

8 teet u ide and I 9 teet long.

SITCTION l. GAME ROOM PERMITS.

1. I . Application

(a) It shall be unlanful tbr a Person to Operate a Game Room. use a Game Room. or
maintain a Game Room in Hopkins Countl. Texas that has not been issued a Game

Room Permit pursuant to these Hopkins Countl Game Room Regulations. Any'Came

Room Owner or anl Game Room Operator or any Person uho violates this

Subsection shall be assessed a civil penaltl not to exceed $10.000 per violation.

l) In addition to the civil penalties specitied abole. any Owner. an1 Game Room Operator.

or an) other Person who intentionallr,'or knouinglr violates this Subsection commits a

Class A misdemeanor.

I ) A Class A misdemeanor is punishable b1 confinement ofup to one ( I ) lear in the Hopkins
Countl Jail and a fine of Lrp to 5.1.000.00. or both.

3 ) Each da)' a f iolation occurs or continues to occur is considered a separate violation.

(b) A complete application shall be t-rled with the Game Room Permit Administrator.
The application shall be llled on the tbrm provided b1'the Game Room Permit

Administrator or on an accurate and legible copy oithat tbrm. A copl olthe
application can be obtained from the Hopkins Countl Sherift-s Otfice or liom another

source as determined br the Game Room Permit Administrator ola cooperating

municipalitl.

( I ) The Applicant shall apply in person. The Applicant shall be an Osner of the Came

Room. The Game Room Permit Administrator shall establish the hours uhen an

application can be subm itted.

(l ) The Game Roonr Permit Administrator shall pror ide the fte schedule on the Came

Room Permit Oftice rrebsite s ith the application form. The t'ee shall not erceed the

annual Game Room Permit t'ee limit of $1.000 as established b1 the Hopkins Countl
Conrmissie,ners C oun. The application lee shall be attached to the application form.

(l) lncomplete applications shall not be accepted. Once a complele application has been

submitted. the application process rrill begin.

(-+) A receipt shall be hand delirered or sent b) certitled mail to the Applicant \\ithin
tburteen ( l-l) dals of submission of a complete application and palment trf the

application t-ee to the Game Room Permit AdrIinistrator. A receipt shoi! ing pa! ment

of the application t'ee is not a Garne Roorn Permit.

Once a complete application has been receir ed- the Game Room Perrnit Adm in istrator
rrill conduct up to three li) inspections of the Applicant's proposed (iame Room to

(r)



ensure compliance I\ith the Regulations. The Applicant must be present in person

during these inspections. Furthermore. it shall be the responsibilitl olthe Applicant

to provide ar interpreter if necessary'. during the inspection(s).

i. After the initial inspection. the Applicant rill be informed in uriting of
$hat corrections must be made to the proposed Game Room in order to

compll rr ith rhe Regulations.

A re-inspection uill be performed. and the Applicant uill again be

informed in uriting oluhat correctiotrs mLtst be made to the proposed

Game Room in order to comply' uith the Regulations.

If after a third and final inspection. the Applicant's proposed Game

Room fails to compll w'ith the Regulations. the Game Room Permit

Administrator shall denl the application.

l

(c)

lf the proposed Game Room passes inspection. the Game Room Permit

Administrator shall approve the application.

( 6 ) The Applicant has sirtl { 60 ) dal s from the initial inspection to complete the inspection

process. Failure to complete the inspection process sithin these si\t\ (60)dals shall

result in denial of the application. It is the dutl of the Applicant to ensure that the

process is completed in the requisite sixtl {60)da1s,

(7\ Failure to pror ide anr inlormation required b1 this Section- or a deterrnination b) the

Game Room Pen-nit Administrator that inacctlrate. erroneous. and,ior incomplete

intbrmation has been submitted- the Game Room Permit application shall be denied.

In municipalities uhich hare elected to adopt these Regulations. the municipalitl mal

designate an entit] to receire and process Game Room applications. The municipalitl
ma) adopt a common operating procedure *'ith requirements and processes reasonabl!

similar to those set out h) these Regulations. The municipalitl ma1 provide the

application along r.r,ith a description of the application and inspection process on the

municipalit)'s $ebsite.

(d) Each application shall be accompanied by

(l) a Crrrent Annual Fire Inspection Report tiom a Fire Satetl Oflicial shoriing

compliarce s irh all applicable Fire Satbty Codes and shou ing all correclions har e treen

made that lere ordered br the Fire Safen Official:

(l) a copl olthe certitlcate ofoccupancr and,'or certitlcate olcompliance issued b1

the appropriate entit) tbr the proposed Game Room:

(-'l) a cop! ofthe diagram and/or t'loor plan to include the designed occupancv load

appror ed bt the Fire Sat'etl Otlicial t\.ith competent j urisdiction:



(4) a true and correct copr ofan! assumed name certificate tiled in the oft'ice olthe
Hopkins Counq Clerk. bearing the file mark or stamp that evidences its filing. if the

Carne Room rvill be operating under an assumed name:

(5) a copy ofthe ibrmative legal documents tbr the applicable legal entitl(s). ilan1.
( e.g.. the Articles of Incorporation ):

(6) a non-retundable application fee of 51.000 (the amount established b1 the

Hopkins County Commissioners Court):

(7\ a photocopy of the Applicant's driver's license or govemment-issued photo

identification:

(8) proof as required bl Subsection 3.li that the proposed is exempt from the

requirements se1 forth in Subsection i.2 of the Regulations. ifthat exemption is

claimed:

(9) proof as required bl Subsection i.l3 that the proposed Game Room is exempt

lrom the requirements set forth in Subsection 3.4 of the Regulations. il that

exemplion is claimed:

(10) prool as required by Subsection 3.13 that the proposed Game Room is exempt

tiom the requirements set forth in Subsection 1.5 of the Regulations. if that

eremption is claimed:

(ll) proof as required bl Subsection 3.13 that the proposed Game Room is exempt

ttom. or uill be located in compliance uith. the requirements set tbrth in
Subsection 3.9 of the Regulations:

( 11) a copl'olthe current and valid lease agreement betrveen the o\^ner of the real

propen) rvhere the proposed Game Room is planning to operate tiom. and the

Applicant. uith the Applicant listed as an Orvner of the Game Room. or proof

that the Applicant ouns the real propertl there the proposed Game Room is

planning to operate lrom:

(13) a conplete and accurate list olall Ouner(s). Operator(s). emplo)ee(s).

independent contractor(s). agen(s). and anl other individual(s).
proprietorship( s ). corporation(s). association(s). or other [egal entity(s) acting

tbr. or acting on behalf of the Game Room along $ith a photocop] of the

individual(s) drir er's Iicense or gor emment-issued identiiication or

incorporation papers as applicahle:

(l+) a $ritten itemization or list in a spread sheet tbrmat. records *hich shall include

intbrmation detailing each machine tbund on the premises of the Game Room

b1. identit-r ing the machine b1.

()



the name ol the manutacturer:

ii. the serial number:

ltl the ty'pe ol machine:

copies olall Game Room Permit identitication stamps which correlate

uith each machine or device listed:

the name ol the individual(s). proprietorship( s). corporation(s).

association(s). and/or other legal entitl(s) that o\.\n. receive profits

from. and has registered the machine in their name u ith Hopkins

Countl. Texas and the Texas Comptroller along uith a description ol
their ounership and financial interest in the machine: and

VI the name of the individualls). proprietorship(s). corporation(s).

association(s). and/or other legal entity(s; that oEn. receive profits

from- and has registered the machine in their name with Hopkins

Countl'. Texas and the Texas Comptroller along with a description of
their ownership and tlnancial interest in the machine.

( l5) the Game Room Applicant's Federal Employer ldentillcation Number (EIN) il
one has been issued. At such time as a Federal Emplol-er Identification Number
(EIN) is issued. a copl ofthe document assigning the number shalI be delivered

to the Game Room Permit Administrator lr'ithin ten ( l0) dals of receipt by the

Game Room Operator:

( l6) a certit'ication that none of the Owner(s). Operator(s). emplolee(s).
independent contractor(s). agent(s). and an1 other indir idual(s). acting tbr. or

acting on behallolthe Game Room have been conr.icted ofanl level ofanl of
the otlenses listed in Subsection 2.](bXl) olthe Regulations: and.

( l7) a certitlcation that all of the contents of the application. and the material

presented abor e. are true and correct under the penaltl of Perjurl as detined b1

Section -17-01 of the Teras Penal Code. Additionalll. anr misrepresentation b)

the Applicant on hisiher application is a third-degree telonl ottense as detlned

br Section 37.10 olthe Teras Penal Code.

:\ Game Room application shall be rejected upon thilure to produce all documents

required in Subsection l. I {d ). ercept tbr the eremptions listed in Subsection l. I (d X 8 )-

(l I ). Failure to proYide proolrequired b1 Subsectionl.l(d)(8)-( ll ) \\ilt result in denial

of the specific exemptiorl described in those partictrlar Subsectiorrs.

(e)



( t') A GAME ROOM STIALL NOT OPERATE DURINC THE PENDENCY OF THE

APPLICATION AND SHALL NOT OPERATE L]NTIL THE GAME ROOM

APPLICATION HAS BEEN APPROVED AND THE GAME ROOM PERMIT

ISSUED. THIS PROHIBITION WILL NOT APPLY WITHIN THE 60 DAY GRACE
PERIOD ALLOWED AN OPERATOR L|NDER SUBSECTION ].9(d) OF THESE

REGULATIONS.

(g) A Game Room Permit. in accordance r., ith the Regulations. is not transferable.

assignable. or divisible. and it is a violation ofthe Regulations lor an) Person to attempt

to do so. If orvnership of a Game Room changes. the Game Room shall be deemed

unpermitted and the neu Orvner(s) must reappl] and must do so betbre the Game Room

ma! operate.

(h) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor if thef intentionally or knouingh transf'er.

assign. or dilide a Game Room Permit issued pursuant to the Regulations. or attempt to

do so- Further. thel shall be assessed a civil penaltl not to erceed $ 10.000. per violation.

Each Game Room Permit transferred. assigned. or divided or attempted to transttr.
assign. or divide is a separate violation.

(i) An Applicant tho submits an application. under the Regulations must suear and afTirm

the truth ofthe contents therein under the penaltl' ofPerjury as defined by.. Section 37.02

of the Texas Penal Code. Additionally. anv misrepresentation on the application is a
third-degree tblony ofl-ense as defined by Section 37.10 ofthe Texas Penal Code.

l.l. Grounds tbr Denial. Revocation. or Suspension of a Game Room Permit

(a) .{n1 r'iolation ol an1. Section or Subsection of the Regulations. or failure to meet all
requirements ofanl Section or Subsection olthe Regulations. uhere applicable. shall

6" groturdsl6l denial. revocation. or suspension ol a Game Room Permit. If a Game

Room's Permit has been denied. reroked. or suspended. the Game Room shall not

operate during the pendencl ol an1 appeal to the hearing eraminer t'rom the denial.

rerocation. or suspension of a Game Room Permit.

(b) Denial ola Game Room Permit. A Game Room Pemrit shall be denied upon a tinding

b] the Game Room Permit .{dministrator of an1 oi the fbllou ing t'acts:

(l) an Applicant. Orner(s). Operator(s). emplolee(s). independent contractor(s).

agent(s). and anr.other individual(s). acting tbr. or acting on behallofthe
Game Room. has previousll r'iolated. or been conr icted ot. arl ler el ol otl'ense

tbr the tbllo* ing crimes:

gambling. gambling promotion. keeping a gambling place.

communicating samblinu intbrmatiorr- possession of' garnbling der ices

ll

i



ll.

or equipment. or possession olgambling paraphernalia. as described b]
Chapter '17 of the Texas Penal Code:

tbrgery. credit card abuse. or commercial briberl as described bl Chapter
3l oithe Texas Penal Code: iii. an1 criminal offense described by'Chapter

l4 ofthe Teras Penal Code: or

criminal attempt. conspiracl. or solicitation to commit anl of the

tbregoing otlbnses; or any other oti-ense to the lau's ofanother state or of
the tinited States that. if committed in this State. *ould have been

punishable as one or more ofthe afbrementioned offenses: and

less than two (2) )-ears has elapsed since the date ofthe riolation.

or of the conviction. or ol the date of release fiom confinement

imposed by the conviction. u.hichever is the later date. if the

violation or conviction uas a misdemeanor offense: or

less than tive (5) 1'ears has elapsed since the date ol the violation.

or conviction. or the date of release fiom contlnement imposed b]
the conviction. shicherer is the later date. il the riolation or

conviction uas a felonv oflense: or

an Applicant. Operator. Owrer or emplolee. has had its or their Game

Room Permit revoked or suspended in Hopkins Countl. Texas or an1"

other Count) in Texas rvithin the previous 180 da1s.

(2) an Applicant makes a misleading statement in the application tbr a Game Room

Permit. provides t'alse. fraudulent. or untruthfu[ information in the application

tbr a Game Room Permit. and,'or u ithholds pertinenl inlbrmation in the

application tbr a Ganre Room Permit:

(+) an Applicant. Ouner(s). Operator(s). emplo\ee(s). independent contractor(s).

agen(s). and an1 othcr individual(s). acting tbr. or acting on behallofthe Game

Room. has had a Game Room Permit revoked uithin the one hundred and ei-uht1

(180) dal period immediatel1 preceding the date the application was tlled:

an Applicant. O\rner(s)- Operator(s). enrploree(s). independent contractor(s).

agent(s)- and anr other indiridual(s). acting tbr. or acting on behallofthe Game

Room. is delinquent in the palment to the count! of taxes. tees. tines. or

penahies assessed or imposed regarding the operation of a Game Room:

ts

(3) an Applicant is under eighteen (18) )ears ofage:



(c )

(d)

(6) an application or rene\.r'a[ tee required bl the Regulations has not been paid:

(7) an Applicant lails to complete the inspection process within the sixt) (60) day

period described in Subsection 2.1 ofthe Regulations:

(8) an otlense described in Subsection 2.2(bXl) or Subsection 3.12(b) of the

Regulations was committed at the Game Room or another Game Room at the

same location within one (l) lear prior to the applicationl or

(9) anl r'iolation ofSection I or I ofthe Regulations.

lf the Game Room Permit Administrator denies a Game Room Permit application. the

Game Room Permit Administrator shall document the denial and provide Notice to the

Applicant of the denial w'ithin ten (10) dals from the date on which the denial was

documented bl the Game Room Permit Administrator. The denial letter shall provide

the reason(s) fbr the action.

Revocation or Suspension of a Game Room Permit. The Game Room Permit

Administrator shall hare the authoritl' and po!\er to initiate a proceeding to revoke. or

to immediatell administrativell- suspend. a Game Room Permit if one (l)or more of the

tbllorving events or conditions has occurred:

(l) any r iolation olanl olthe offenses described in Subsection l.l(bX I ). or

Subsection i.ll(b). olthe Regulations has occurred on the premises ofthe
Game Room:

(2) the Applicant made a misleading statement in the application tbr the Game

Room Permit. provided thlse. fraudulent. or untruthful inlormation in the

application tbr a Game Roorn Permit. andror w ithheld pertinent inlbrmation
in the application lor a Game Room Permit:

(3) the Game Room Permit should not have been issued pursuant to the

Regulations:

(+) an Ouner(s). Operator(s). emplolee(s)- independent contractor(s ).

agent(s). and anl other indir.idual(s). acting t-or. or acting on behalfofthe
Game Room has tailed to make corrections ordered br a Fire Satetr

Ofhcial:

)) an Applicant. Olrner(s). Operator( s). emplovee(s). independent

contractor(s). agent(s). and an1 other individual(s). acting tor. or acting on

t_:



(e)

Ir)

behalf ol the Game Room has violated an1' ol the offenses described in

Subsection 2.2(bX I ). or Subsection 3.12(b) olthe Regulation: andror.

(6) anl violation(s) of Section 2 or 3 ol these Regulations. including but not

limited to operating the game room in violation of the hours authorized in

tht' Game Room Permit.

llany ofthe stated events or conditions providing a basis for immediate administrative
suspension of a Game Room Permit. or uhen revocation of a Game Room Permit has

become tlnal. the Came Room Permit Administrator shall post a notice on each door of
the Game Room premises a sign with the follo'*ing intbrmation:

(i) it must read "THIS FACILITY IS CLOSED BY ORDER OF THE
HOPKINS COLNTY SHERIFFS' DEPARTMENT" in four (.1) inch or
larger block lettering:

(ii) is legible and visible at all times tiom a distance of tvrentr-tire (25) t'eet

tiom each door or entrance uhere each sign is located: and

(iii) states prominentll on each sign a telephone number rvhich ma1 be called

fbr verification of the closure.

The removal. obliteration or destruction of an1 closure sign posted undr'r this
Subsection is punishable as a Class A misdemeanor uhich can result in being sentenced

to up to one (l ) lear in jail and pa1'ment ola tlne of up to 54.000.00.

Iianv of the stated events or conditions providing a basis tbr rer.ocation or suspension

of a Game Room Permit under Subsection 1.2(d)has occurred. the Game Room Permit

Administrator shall document the violation and provide Notice to the Applicant or
permit holder ol rer ocation or suspension u ithin three ( i ) business da1.s tiom the date

on shich the r iolation $as documented b1 the Game Room Permit Administrator. The

re\ ocation or suspension letter shall provide the reason(s) tbr the action. A rerocation

or suspension of a Game Room Permit b1 the Game Room Permit Administrator shall

become flnal. on the tenth (l0th) da1 atter Notice. e\cept tbr situations outlined in

Subsection l.l( g) ol the Regulations.

(g) A re\ocation or suspension of a Game Room Pennit b) the Game Roonr Perrnit

Administrator shall take immediate effect upon Notice b1 the Game Roonr Permit Administrator
irl

(l) an Applicant. O*ner(s). Operator(s). emplolee(s). independent

contractor(s). agent(s). and anl other indiridualts)- acting tbr. or

acting on behalfofthe Game Room r.iolated an1 ofitnse described in

Subsection l.l(bX l) or Subsection l.l l(b)of the Regulations:



(l) a violation of any ofl'ense described in Subsection 1.2(b)(l) or

Subsection i.l2(b) ofthe Regulations has occurred on the premises of
the Game Room:

(i) an1' r'iolation(s) ofSections 2 or 3 olthese Regulations has occurred.

including but not limited to operating the Game Roon.r in violation ol
the hours authorized in the Game Room Permit:

(1) a Game Room Permit uas issued based on a misrepresentation in the

application. and but for the misrepresentation. the Game Room Permit

would not have been issued.

(h) Notwithstanding anlthing to the contrar) contained rTithin Subsections 2.1(0 or

2.2(dXe) or (t). upon proper appeal to the hearing examiner in cases ofrevocation or

suspension of a Game Room Permit. the hearing examiner ma)'grant to the violator

authorization to operate the Game Room pending the disposition ofthe appeal before

the hearing examiner if the violator so requests in his notice ofnotice of appeal and

rvith reasonable notice to the Game Room Permit Administrator.

Game Room Pennit Appeal Hearings.

If the Game Room Permit Administrator denies a Game Room Permit application. revokes

a Game Room Pen-nit. or administrativell suspends a Game Room Permit. the Applicant or

permit holder shall have the opportunit] to make a r.r'ritten request lor a hearing before a

hearing eraminer appointed bl the Hopkins Countl Commissioners Court.

(a) A[1 requests tbr hearings must be in x riting and delit ered to the Game Room

Permit Administrator riithin ten (10) da)s upon Notice to the.A.pplicant or permit

hotder. The Applicant or permit holder naires the right to a Game Room Permit

appeal hearing il the request is not timell receired b1 the Game Room Permit

Administrator.

(b) The Game Room Permit appeal hearing shall be held $ithin t\\ent) -one (ll ) da)s

fiom the receipt of request tbr a Game Room Permit appeal hearing b1 the Game

Room Permit Administrator. I he .{pplicant. permit holder. and Game Room Permit

Administrator shall be pror ided an opportunity to present evidence. cross-eramine

nitnesses- and be represented b1 legal counsel. The tbrmal rules of elidence do

not appl1.

It shall be the responsibilitl of the .\pplicant or permit holder to pror.ide a coun

reponer and an interpreter if necessary tbr the Gan.re Room Permit appeal hearing

befbre the hearing eraminer.

(c)

I'



(d) The Applicant or permit holder shall be present in person at the Game Room Permit appeal

hearing. If the Applicant or permit holder is not present in person at the Game Room Permit

appeal hearing. his or her Game Room Permit slrall be automaticalll denied or revoked.

(e) The hearing examiner has the pouer to uphold or reverse the denial. revocation. or

suspension olthe Game Room Permit. The hearing examiner shall issue a written

order based on his or her determination uithin ten ( l0) da)'s from the date of the

Game Room Permit appeal hearing.

(r) If the hearing examiner determines. based upon the nature of the violations. that a

suspension in lieu ofrerocation is appropriate. operation ofthe Game Room shall

be suspended tbr a period not to exceed one hundred and eightl'(180) days. The

hearing examiner shall issue a uritten order suspending the Game Room Permit

and attaching conditions. if applicable. and the suspension shall become effective

on the date the hearing e\aminer issues his or her order.

(g) Upon a tinding b.v the hearing examiner that Subsection 1.2(dX I ). 2.2(dxi).
1.2(dX1). and/or 1.2(dX5)of the Regulations has been violated. revocation olthe
Game Room Permit shall be mandatorl.
The decision ol the hearing examiner shall be flnal. On final decision b1. the

hearing examiner. the losins part) ma) appeal the decision br' filing a petition in a

district court in the countl uith jurisdiction r.r.ithin thirtl (i0) dar-s atler the date

of the decision bl the hearing examiner. Appeals to the district court shall be

governed b1 the substantial evidence rule defined b.v Section l00l.l7.l ol the

Covemment Code.

(h)

(al If the Applicant's or permit holders appeal to the hearing examiner lbr rer ocation- or

suspension is unsuccesstil. the Game Room shall not operate during the pendencl'of

an appeal to the district coun.

If the Applicant's or permit holder's appeal to the hearing examiner tbr denial.

re\ocation- or suspension is successlul. the Ganre Room ma1 resume operation and

ma) operate during the pendencl olan appeal to the districl courl.

(b)

lc) No Game Room mar operate pending an appeal tor denial of a Came Room Permit

the district corrrt. unless ordered b1 the Presiding Judge in District Clotrrt.

2.-1. Reapplication

Attc'r the hearing esaminer s linal ruling of permit denial or rer ocation. an Applicant

mal reappll tbr a Game Room Permit atier the erpiration of one hundred and eightl

t I 80) davs f'rom the date olhis or her ruling.

(a)

l.i. Game Room Operation During the Pendencl ol'an Appeal to District Court.



(b) This application r.rill be considered a ner application in regard to the application

timelines and tbe established in Subsection 2.1 and for the distance requirements set

tbrth in Subsection 3.9.

1.5. Permit Reneual: Permit Fee-Levied: Amount: Pa\ment.

(a) A Game Room Permit ma1 be reneu ed tbr the tbllor ing ) ear slarting sixt)' (60 ) da) s

befbre expiration ol the current permit by filing a complete application for a Game

Room Permit uith the Game Room Permit Administrator and pa1-ing the applicable

fee set lorth in the Regulations. A reneual application shall be subject to the same

requirements in the Regulations as are required for a Game Room Permit application.

As long as the completed renetal application r', as submitted r.r.ithin this sixt) (60)

da1 period. the previor"rs permit will remain in etlect until the Game Room Permit

Administrator makes a determination in accordance ri ith the Regulations as to
whether the Game Room Permit will be rener.red.

(b) An Applicant shall pal a non-retundable Game Room Permit fee of 51.000 as

established bl Hopkins Countl Commissioners Court. The Came Room Permit f-ee

shall be paid in person to the Game Room Permit Administrator upon application
reneu'al. A receipt of pal ment and ol renerval application submission shall be hand

delivered or sent b] certified mail to the Applicant r.r'ithin fourteen (14) dals olthe
receipt of the nonretundable tee.

l'cnaltl iirr Operating a (ianre Room s itlrout a Game Roonl PL'rnlit

A Person $ho Operates a Game Room u ithout tirst paling the t-ee and securing a

Game Room Permit pursuant Io the Regulations. or rrho Operates a Game Room atier

the Game Room Permit has been reroked or suspended. shall be assessed a civil

).1

(a)

2.6. Contents ol a Game Room Permit.

'fi'hen the application process is complete and the proposed Game Room has met all the

requirements set lorth in the Regulation. the Game Room Permit Administrator shall give

the Applicant a signed certificate. The certitlcate constitutes a Came Room Permit to operate

the proposed Game Room lbr one (l) 1.ear 1'rom the date the Game Room Permit is issued.

The Game Room Permit shall list the identitl olthe issuing Game Room Permit

Administrator. The Game Room Permit shall list the date of issue and the date of erpiration.
The Game Room Permit shall list the namc'of the pc'rmit holder. name of the Came Room.

and the phlsical address olthe Game Room. If the permit holder is a corporation or legal

entit). the Game Room Permit shall list the indiridual(s) assening control over the legal

entit\. The Game Roon: Permit shall list anl.and all esemptions to the requirements ol'
Section i of the Regulations lbr uhich the permit holder has qualitied tor. The Game Room

Pemrit Administrator shall keep a signed copl of the Game Room Permit tbr the

r\dministrator's records.



penalt) not to exceed $10.000 per violation. Each da1'a violation occurs or continues

to occur is considered a separate violation.

(b) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if they intentionalll or kno*ingly.,

Operate a Game Room in violation of this Subsection.

(c) A l'iolation ol Section 2 of the Regulations is grounds for denial. revocation, or

suspension of a Game Room Permit.

2.8. Effect.

Each Applicant. Owner(s). Operator(s). employee(s). independent contractor(s). agen(s).

and anl other individual(s). acting tbr. or acting on behalfofa Game Room must meet and

comply uith all requirements of all applicable law(s). The issuance of a Game Room Permit

pursuant to the Regulations shall not excuse an) Applicant. Ouner(s). Operator(s).

employee(s). independent contractor(s). agent(s). and an1'other individual(s). acting tbr. or
acting on-behalf of a Game Room. or an1 patrons olsuch premises from compliance nith
such laul s) or regulation(s).

SECTION ]. GAME ROOMS.

S. l . Inspection b1 a Peace O1lcer

(a) lnspection. Peace Officers. Fire Safetl' Ofllcials. and/or designated Countl' Emplolees

are authorized to inspect anr business in Hopkins Count)'. Texas tbr violations ofthe
Regulations. The Regulations do not authorize a right ofentrl prohibited b1 lau. Peace

Otllcers. Fire Safetl Otficials. andor designated Countl Emplol ees ma! enter a

business uith consent. r.r'ith a uarrant. or under exigent circumstances. A Game Room

Permit issued pursuant to the Regulations -uives Peace Oftlcers. Fire Safetl Olllcials.

and or designated Countl Emplol ees implied consent to enter and to inspect an1 Game

Room tbr violations of the Regulations.

(b) Unpermitted Game Rooms. An unpermitted business that holds itsellout as a Game

Room bl sign. adr ertisement. *ord-of'-mouth. b1 oflering menrberships. and'or b1.

otlering tbr plal or displal ing six (6) or more machines described in Subsection 1.4(a)

(l) - (l). is subject to inspection b1 an1 Peace OtEcer. Fire Satetl Ofticial. and,or

designated Countl Emplol ee. and is a Game Room under the Regulations.

(l) Retusal to allo* an1 Peace Otficer. Fire Sat'et1 Ofticial. and,or designated

Countl Emplol ee entr! to inspect such unpermitted Gamc' Room ma1 be

considered in establishing probable cause tbr the issuance ola search uarrant

to inspect tbr violations of the Regulations.



(l) An unpermitted Game Room is subject to the Regulations and rvill be held

liable tbr all civil and criminal penalties listed herein.

(c) Compliance lnspection. Any Peace OlIcer. Fire Safetl' Official. and/or designated

County Employee ma-,- inspect a permitted Game Room located within their
jurisdiction to determine uhether or not the Game Room is in compliance with the

Regulations.

(d) Consent to Entry'. A Person u'ho does not allou a Peace Officer. Fire Safetl' Olllcial.

andlor designated Countl Emplolee to inspect a Game Room commits an offense. [t
a Person Operates a Game Room in violation of this Subsection: they' shall be assessed

a ci','il penalty not to exceed S10.000 per violation. Each Peace Ofticer. Fire Sal'et1.

Official. and/or designated Countl' Emplolee denied entrl will be considered a

separate violation.

(e) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if thef intentionalll or knouingll
Operate a Game Room in violation of this Subsection.

(0 Anv violation of this Subsection is grounds for denial. revocation. or suspension ofa
Game Room Permit.

3.2. Game Room Sign Required.

a) It shall be the dury ofanl O$ner or Operator to ensure compliance $ith this Subsection

b) A Game Room shall have each outside door marked * ith a sign thal

( I ) reads "CAME ROOM" in four (-l) inch or larger block lenering: and.

(l) is legible and visible at all times iiom a distance oft"rentl-tive (25) ttet tiom

the outside door.

c) A Person *ho Operates a Game Room in r iolation ofthis Subsection shall be assessed a cir il

penaltl not to erceed S10.000 per r iolation. Each outside door not marked is considered a

separate \ iolation. Each da1 a r iolation occurs or continues to occur is considered a separate

r iolation.

d) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if thel intentionall) or [.no$ ingl] Operate

a Game Roorn in riolation of this Subsection.

e) A Came Room that has been issued an exemption pursuant to Subsection i.ll of the

Regulations is e\empt from the Game Room sign reqLtirements.

l; An.r r iolation of this SLrbsection i:, grounds tbr denial. re\ ocatiorr. or suspensirrn ola Gante

Roonr Permit

l9

-1.1. Fire and l-iti Saten.



(a) It shall be the dut) of any Owner or Operator to ensure compliance with this

Subsection.

(b) A Game Room shall provide doors that are readill accessible without the use ol a
ke1. special knowledge. or effort during business hours or an) other hours of
operation.

(c) A Game Room shall compll' tith all construction and fire codes and shall pa1'an1

court-approved t'ee(s) associated with a fire and lile satetf inspection. plan revieu.

occupanc]' load calculation. or complaint.

(d) All construction and fire code regulations uill be strictly enforced. and Game Rooms

shall provide anl Fire Safetl Ollcial with immediate access to the premises at all

times.

(e) A Game Room shall not use electronic locks to prevent entry during business hours.

(0 A Person $'ho Operates a Game Room in r,'iolation of this Subsection shall be

assessed a civil penaltl. not to exceed $10.000 per violation. Each dal a violation
occurs or continues to occur is considered a separate violation.

(g) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor otlense it thel intentionall) or knouing[1'

Operate a Game Room in violation olthis Subsection.

(h) Any violation of this Subsection is grounds tbr denial. relocation. or suspension ofa
Game Room Permit.

3.-1. Transparent and Uncovered \['indons and Doors Required.

(a ) It shall be the dutl ofanl Ou ner or Operator to ensure compliance u ith this Subsection.

(b) A Game Room shall provide at least one ( I ) window in the tiont olthe building and at

least one (l) other uindo* on one (l) other side meeting the criteria set tbrth in
Subsection (c). altouing a clear and unobstructed rieu of all machines described in

Subsection l.-l(a) ( I )-(2) located in the Game Room.

It shall be unla*t-ul for a Person to erhibit or displal. or to pernril to be erhibited or

displal'ed. an1' machine described in Subsection 1.4(a) ( I )-(2) in a Ganre Room unless

the required transparent ualls or uindols of the Came Room:

(c)

are located on at least t\o (l) sides ol the Game Room. and each machine

described in Subsection l.-l(a) ( I )-(l) located therein is r.isible through such

lalls or r,r'indou s: and.

(l)



(l) at the louest point are not more than tbur (4) t-eet abole the adjacent sidewalk

or ground level: and.

(l) at the highest point are at least eight (8) t'eet higher than the adjacent sideu'alk

or ground lel'ell and.

(+) are at least tbur (.1) f-eet u ide

A Game Room shall provide transparent and uncovered glass in each of the exterior

Game Room uindows required b1 Subsection (b) above.

It shall be unla*ful for a Person to cover or tint anl Game Room uindon. or othenvise

block anl Game Room uindo* required b1'Subsection (b) above. so as

to obscure the vieu ofanl machine described in. Subsection l.-l(a)(t) -(2) located in
a Game Room. or the interior of the location tiom a sidewalk through a Game Room

u indolr'.

A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor ofl'ense if thel intentionalll or kno*inglr
Operate a Came Room in violation of this Subsection.

A Game Room that has been issued an exemplion pursuant to Subsection 3.ll oithe
Regulations is esempt tiom the Game Room sindoss requirements.

An1 r'iolation olthis Subsection is grounds tbr denial. revocation. or suspension ofa
Game Room Permit.

3.5. Hours of Operation.

(d)

(e)

(r)

(s)

(h)

(i)

(a)

(b)

lt shall be the dutl of an1

Subsection.

Osner or Operator to ensure compliance *ith this

A Game Room shall operate onl] bet$een the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

N{ondal s through Saturdals. and l:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Sundays. unless the

Game Room Pemrit authorizes diflerent dar s or hours.

The Game Room Permit issued b1 the Camc' Room.{dministrator shall prominentll
list thereon the dals ofthe ueek and the hours ofoperation which the operator is

allou ed to tunction. An1. Came Room Permit shall turther state an] conditions
required tbr operation ol the game room.

(c)

lr

A Person vrho Operates a Game Room in violation oithis Subsection shall be assessed

a civil penaltl not to e\ceed $10.000 per riolation. Each da1 a violation occurs or
continues to occur is considered a separate violation.



(s)

(d) A Person u ho Operates a Game Room in violation of this Subsection shall be

assessed a civiI penaltl not to exceed $10.000 per violation. Each hour ofthe da1'

that a Game Room is operating during prohibited hours in violation of the

Regulations is a separate violation.

(e) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if thel intentionally or knouingly
Operate a Game Room in violation of this Subsection.

(l) A Game Room that has been issued an exemption pursuant to Subsection 3.1i ofthe
Regulations is exempt from the Game Room hours of operation requirements.

Any violation olthis Subsection is grounds for denial. revocation. or suspension ofa
Game Room Permit.

3.6. Display of a Game Room Permit.

(a) It shall be the dut! of an.r- Ouner or Operator to ensure compliance uith this
Subsection.

(b) A Game Room shall post or displal the current original Game Room Permit in plain

sight in a co(rmon area accessible to the public rithout haring to enter into a

controlled area of thc business.

(c) A Person r.r'ho Operates a Game Room in violation of this Subsection shall be

assessed a civil penaltr not to exceed $10.000 per violation. Each day a violation

occurs or continues to occur is considered a separate violation.

A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor otl'ense ilthel intentionalll or knouingly
Operate a Game Room in violation of this Subsection.

1d) Any violation of this Subsection is grounds tbr denial. revocation. or suspension of
a Game Room Permit.

3.7. Recordkeeping.

(a) It shall be the dutl of an1

Subsection.

O* ner or Operator to ensure compliance t ith this

.\ Game Room shall maintain onsite. and prrrduce to an) Peace Otiicer. Fire Sat'et1

OtTicial. and'or designated Countl. Emplolee tbr inspection:

a record tbr each emplolee that contains the narne. address. date ol birth.

state identitication number or social securitl number. .iob tirnction. \\'-l or

\['--l torm. a copl of application fbr *ork uith the Game Roorn. a copl of

rbt



(l)

the l-9 filed as part ol Employment Eligibilitl Veritlcation tbr the

Department ol Homeland Securitl. and a photograph ofthe emplolee:

a daill register that contains the name. date of birth. state identiilcation

number or social security number. andjob tunction oleach emplolee and,/or

independent contractor present at the establishment that da). Everl' Ouner.

Operator. emplolee. independent contractor. agent. andor an) other

individuat acting tbr or acting on behalf of the Game Room is required to

sign the daily register w.ith the intbrmation required above immediately- upon

entering the Game Room: and.

(l) a copl olthe Hopkins Countl and State ofTexas tax record tbrms detailing

each machine lound on the premises of the Game Room bl identilf ing the

machine bl name olmanutacturer. serial number. type olmachine. the serial

number ol the State of Texas Tax stamp to include the ! ear of expiration of
each tax stamp required. the Game Room Administrator Identitication Stamp

to include the )ear ole\piration ofeach stamp required. and the name ofthe
individuallsl. proprietorship{ s }. corporation(s). association(s). or other legal

entitlls) that o$ns. receive protits from. and has registered the machine

in their name '"r ith the Teras Comptroller * ith a brief description of their

ounership and flnancial interest in the machine in a spread sheet tbrmat.

(c) A Game Room shall presene the daill register required b1 Subsection (bXl) for ninet)

(90 ) dal s after the date the register $ as made. The register must be maintained at the Game

Room. it must be accessible br anr Person on dut) at the Game Room- and must be made

arailable to an) Peace Ofijcer. Fire Satttl Official. and/or designated Coun{ Emplo}ee

rpon request,

(d) A Person uho Operates a Game Room in violation of this Subsection shall be assessed

a cir il penaln not to cxceed S10.000 per riolation. Each record required under this

Subsection that is missing and"or is det-icient is considered a separate violation. Each

da1 the record is missing and.'or is deflcient is considered a separate violation.

(c) A Person commits a C lass A misdemeanor offense it'thel intentionalll or knos in-el1 Operate

a Game Room in r iolation of this Subsection.

(t) -\n1 r iolation ol this Subsection is grounds lbr denial. rer ocation. or suspension of a

Ganre Roonr Perrlit

i.8. Prohibited Employment.

(a) It shall be the dutr of anl Ouner or Operator to ensure compliance uith this

Subsection.

t -'i



(b) lt shall be unlawlul for any Owner- Operator. emplolee. independent contractor. agent.

and,'or anr other indilidual acting for, or acting on behalfola Game Room to have been

prel iouslr conl icted of. entered a plea of nolo contendere or guiltl. or received det'erred

adjudication lor an_u- offense set forth in Subsection 1.2(bXl).

(c) It is the responsibilitl ofany Owner or Operator to conduct a criminal background check on

everl Orvner. Operator. employee. independent contractor. and/or an1 other individual acting

for. or acting on behalfofa Came Room.

(d) Failure to comply r.rith any ofthe requirements of this Subsection shall result in a liolation

and be punishable by a civil penalry'assessed against an)'Ouner or Operator not to e\ceed

$ 10.000 per violation. Every prohibited Owner. Operator. emplo)'ee. independent contraclor.

and/or an1 other indil idual acting lor. or acting on behalfofa Game Room that was conl icted

oL entered a plea of nolo contendere or guilq- or receiled delerred adjudication for an1

offense set fonh in Subsection 1.2(b)(l) and/or not subjected to a criminal background check

is considered a separale riolation. Each da1 a riolation occurs or continues to occur is

considered a separate riolation.

(e) An Orvner or Operator commits a Class A misdemeanor otTense if thel intentionalll

or knouingll Operate a Game Room in violation olthis Subsection.

(rl Anr violation ofthis Subsection is grounds tbr denial. revocation. or suspension ofa
Game Room Permit.

3.9. Distance Restrictions.

(a) Ouner or Operator to ensure compliance tr ith this

(b) A Game Room in operation shall not be located

u ithin 1 .500 t-eet liom an!' esisling or planned school. regular place of religious

uorship. place of uorship. residential neighborhood or residence. "Planned"

means that steps ha\e been taken tor.rard the t-acilitl's or structure's

development including but not limited to a permit received. a plat approved.

design *ork started. a bond receired. or an order approred b1 a governmental

entit]'s go\.eming bodl: or.

It shall be the dutl of an1

Subsection.

(l)

(l) sithin a distance ol'onc ( I ) mile fionr shere an1 other Gamc'Room is located

For the purposes of this Subsection. measuremenls shall be madc' in a straight line

tiom the ncarest portion ofthe building or appurtenances used b1 the Game Roonl to
(c)



the nearest portion of the building or appurtenances that are used tbr the purposes

identified in Subsection (b) above.

( d ) Game Rooms are e\empt tiom the distancing restrictions upon proof that the Applicant

continuously owned and operated the Game Room at the same location and under the

same name prior to July l. 2025. If the Game Room changes its name. its Ouner. and/or

adds another Owner afier this date. or if the Game Room Permit lr'as suspended or
revoked. or if the Game Room Permit uas denied reneual. or il the Game Room

Permit is allowed to lapse, then the Game Room will be considered a neu'Game Room

and not exempt lrom the distance requirements outlined in this Subsection. All
applications claiming a distance exemDtion under this Subsection must have been

submitted on or belore Julr I . 2025

(e) A Person uho Operates a Game Room in violation of this Subsection shall be assessed

a civil penalty' not to exceed $10.000 per violation. Each dal a violation occurs or
continues to occur is considered a separate violation.

(0 A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if the1. intentionalll or knowingll
Operate a Game Room in violation of this Subsection.

(g) The follorving Game Rooms are exempt from the distancing requirements set lorth in
this

Subsection:

( I ) Game Rooms that meet the requirements of Subsection i. I 3(c ) below: and.

(l) Game Rooms that meet the requirements ol Subsection i.9(d)above

(h) Anv riolation of this Subsection is grounds fbr denial. revocation. or suspension ofa
Game Room Permit.

-'1. I 0. Game Room llemberships

(a) Os ner or Operator to ensure compliance ,'r'ith this

(b) Game Room memberships are prohibited tbr anl purpose

(c) A Game Room shall not restrict entrv to a Game Room and,'or prohibit the participation

in anl activitl inside a Game Room b1 a patron through the requirement of a Game

Roonr membership.

(d) Game Rooms shall not issue membership cards to anl individual tbr an1 purposr'

It shall be the dutl ol an1

Subsection.



(e) Game Rooms shall not have. make use ot. emplol. and/or require check-in procedures

ot-an1.kind prior to entering or betbre exiting a Game Room.

(t) A Person nho Operates a Game Room in violation of this Subsection shall be assessed

a civil penaltv not to exceed 510.000 per violation. Each person denied entrl is

considered a separate 
"'iolation. 

Each membership card issued is considered a separate

violation. Each individual subjected to any check in procedure prior to entering or

befbre exiting a Game Room is considered a separate violation. Each dal a r,iolation

occurs or continues to occur is considered a separate violation.

(g) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor otlense il they intentionalll or knowingll
Operate a Game Room in violation of this Subsection.

(h) Any violation of this Subsection is grounds tbr denial. revocation. or suspension ofa
Game Room Permit.

i. I I . N{achines Located in a Game Room.

(a) It shall be the dull' of an1 Ou ner or Operator to ensure compliance s ith this
Subsection.

(b) A Game Room shall obtain an occupation tax permit lrom the Hopkins Countl'
and the State of Texas lax Assessor-Collector tbr each Machine described in

Subsestion 1.4(a)( 1)-(2) located in the Game Room and atfix the tax permit to
the appropriate Machine described in Subsection l -l(a ) ( l)-(2 ).

( I ) The annual lee to be paid to the Hopkins Countl Tax Assessor-Collector
will be tuentl-fire (25 ) percent of the State's annual fte per machine.

(2) All lv{achine tax pernlit applications are required to indicate the location on the

application uhere the ltachines described in Subsection l.l(a) (l)-(l) are

phlsicalll located.

\tr'henever a machine described in Subsection l.l(a) (l is lound not to be in

compliance as to ta\ permits. it shall be locked h1'the Ta\ Assessor Collector's

Otlce or an1 Peace OtIcer and cannot be used until the Ouner purchases a ta\
permit tbr the machine at a cost of $ I 00.00. regardless of n hich quarter ol the

)ear the unlock tte is paid. and then pals an "unlock t-ee" of55 per machine.

-)

(l) AGame Roon.r shall allou a Peace Otlcer. Fire Sat-etl Otiicial. and designated

Countl Emplol ee entrv to the Game Roonr to inspect tbr violations of the

Subsection.



(c) A Person $ho Operates a Game Room in violation of this Subsection shall be

assessed a civil penaltl not to exceed 510.000 per violation. Each machine

described in Subsection l -l(a) ( I )-( 2 ) located in the Game Room that is not

registered with a valid curent )-ear video tax stamp decal tiorn Hopkins Countl
and the State of Texas prominentll' displal'ed on each machine w ill be considered

a separate violation. Each da1 a riolation occurs or continues to occur is

considered a separate riolation.

(d) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if they intentionalll' or

knouingll Operate a Game Room in violation oflthis Subsection.

(e) Anl r'iolation of this Subsection is grounds tbr denial. revocation. or suspension

of a Game Room Permit.

3.1 3. Illegal Machines

(a) It shall be the dutl ol anl Ouner or Operator to ensure compliance rr ith this

Subsection.

(b) It shall be unlaw'iul lor a Game Room to keep. exhibit. operate. displal. or
maintain an1'gambling device that is prohibited b1 the Constitution of this state

or Chapter.lT olthe Texas Penal code. GAMBt.ING.

(c) Additionalll,. a civil penaltl not to exceed $10.000 shall be placed on a Person

*ho Operates a Game Room for anv machine described in Subsection l..l(a) ( l)-
(l) located in the Game Room that is being used andior has been used lor illegal
gambling.

(d) If a larr entbrcement a-senc)- detennines throu-eh an investigation(s ) that a Game

Room rr as in operation violating Chapter -17 olthe Texas Pcnal Code. then er er1

machine described in Subsection l.-l(a) ( I )-(2) located in the Game Room shall

be considered in violation of this Subsection. A Person uho Operates a Game

Room in violation ol this Subsection shall be assessed a civil penaltl not to
erceed S10.000 per violation. Each dal a violation occurs or continues to occur

is considered a separate violation.

(e) Any r iolation of this Subsection is grounds tbr mandatorl denial and/or

mandatorr revocation of a Game Room Permit.

An individual's compliance s ith the Regulations. including Opcrating a (iame

Room under a permit issued pursuant to the Regulations. is not a det-ense to
prosecution tbr an ot'tense under Chapter -17 of the Texas Penal Code.

(r)



3.13. Requirements to QualiS' tbr Food and Beverage Sales or Charitable Bingo Exemptions.

A Game Room permit holder may apply for multiple e\emptions.

(a) Anl exemption granted must be clearll stated on the Game Room permit.

(b) Charitable Bingo Exemption. An Applicant is qualitied tbr a charitable bingo
exemption if the Applicant can shorv a valid and current Texas Lotterl Commission
Charitable Bingo l-icense as described in Chapter 2001 ofthe Texas Occupations Code

Chapter. An original certiflcate or copl ol this license presented uith the complete

Game Room permit application at the time of application or permit reneual is sutficient
to make this showing.

(c) Food and Beverage Sales Exemption. An Applicant is qualified lor a Food and

Bel'erage Sales exemption il the Applicant meets all requirements of Subsections (l )

below:

( I ) The follouing uords and terms. r.r'hen used in this Subsection. shall hare the

tbllouing meaning unless the context clearl) indicates otheruise:

Food or Beverage Service - cooking or assembling food on premises.

primarily for on premises consumption. Commercialll pre-packaged

items uhich require no heating. cooking. or assembll and u'hich ma1 be

purchased off-premises do not constitute tbod or beverage sen'ice under

this section: ii. Entree - main dish of a meal:

N{ultiple Entrees - no fbrler than eight ditlerent entrees per meal period

must be available to customers: and.

(l) An Applicant is qualified fbr a Food and Beverage Sales eremption il the

tbllo* ing conditions are satistled:

uith respect to the operation ola Game Room. the Applicant's primarl

business on the premises is Food or Beverage Sen'ice:

multiple entrees are ar ailable to cllstomers: iii. Food Sen ice Facilities

are maintained on the premises:

the hours oi operation tbr sale and Food or Ber erage Sen ice are the same

as the hours of operation olthe Game Room: and.

at least 5l percent of the Game Room's total net income is derit ed t'rom the

sale ol tbod-or beverages.

t.



(3) An Applicant fbr a Food and Beverage Sale Exemption shalI submit a suom

statement atlesling that Food or Beverage Service is maintained on the

premises and is the primary business on the premises. The Applicant shatl

tumish the lollou ing:

the menu or. ifno menu is available. a listing olthe food and bererage items:

hours ofoperation of Food or Ber erage Sen ice

sales data or. if not available. projection of sales. The projection or data should

include suflicient breahdoun ofrevenues of food- alcoholic beverages. and

Game Room operation proceeds:

listing of equipment used in preparation and Food or Beverage Service

versus the equipment used in operation of a Game Room:

copies of tloor plans of the licensed premises indicating areas de'voted

primarill to the preparation and Food and Belerage Service and those deloted
primarill to operation of a Game Room:

vi if alcoholic ber,erages are sen'ed. the TABC license or
permit as applicable ',r'ith the T ABC food and beverage
certificate as applicable: and.

\ ll the Food Sen ice permit from the appropriate entitl

(l) Applicants lbr reneual of Food and Beverage Sales Eremptions shallresubmit

the inlbrmation required in Subsection l.li(c) (3)(a)-(g)aboie.

(5) Failure to meet all requirements of this Subsection or accurateh maintain

required records is grounds for denial or revocation ol a Food and Bererage

Sales Exemption.

(6) In verit_r'ing that the exemption holder is maintaining Food or Ber.eraqe

Serrice as the primarl business on the premises. the Game Room Permit

Administrator mav examine all books. papers. records. documents. supplies and

equipment ol the exemption holder.

(7) Recordkeeping requirements tbr holders of tbod and beveraqe sales

e\emptions include:

each holder ofa lood and ber erage sales exemption shall maintain records to reflect

separate totals for ber erage sales- tbod sales. and txher major sales categories at the

Iocation. includin-u proceeds tiom nraclrines described in Subsection l.+(a) (l
located in the Game Room. Purchase inroices must be rnaintained to retlect the

total purchases ofbererages. tbod- and other major purchase catee.orie::

Il

i.

ii.

iii



lt complimentan food and bererages. including alcoholic beverages. shall not be

calculated in determining rvhether the premises meets the 5l percent or more tbod

or bererage sales threshold:

all records are required to be maintained tbr four y'ears and made available to

authorized representatives of the Game Room Permit Administrator upon

reasonable request: and.

in examining the food or beverage sales. the Game Room Permit Administrator

ma) compute and determine lhe percentage of food and beverage sales upon the

basis of information filed with the Came Roorn Permit Administrator or held by the

permit holder. but if such information is insufficient. the computation and

determination of the percentage of sales may be based upon an) records or
information which is al ailable.

i.l.l. Owners of an Illegal Game Room.

It is not a detlnse to prosecution under this Section ifan individual does not have the relevant

DBAs in his/her name and,/or does not lease the propert] in his/her name.

(a) lnjunction. Pursuant to Section 13.+.137 ol the Local Govemment Code. t{opkins

Countl. Texas is authorized to sue in district coun tbr an injunction to prohibit the

r iolation or threatened violation of the Regulations.

(1) Panies Subject to lnjunction. f{opkins Countl. Teras mar sue in district court for an

injunction to prohibit the r iolation or threatened r iolation of the Regulations against

anr Ouner. Operator. or other person or entin \!ho maintains. o\\ ns. ttses. is a pan) to
the use, or rrho ouns the real propen) uhere the r iolation or threatened r iolation of
the Regulations is occurring and,lor has occurred.

(l) Notice- .{s a prerequisite to tiling a suit seeking injunctire relief under

Subsection 3.151a)- Hopkins County--leras shallgire srinen Notice lo the part] tiom

uhich relief is sought at least thirt) (i0) dals before tiling suit. This tifteen

Notice sill adrise the part) tiom r.rhich relief is sought of the violation or

threatened r iolation occurring on the premis!'s.

(l) Abatement. A person or entit\ against $hom a suit is pending who does not

receive uritten Notice. as outlined in Subsection i.l5(a) (2). nra] tlle a plea

in abatement not later than the thirtieth (iOth dai after the date the person or

entit) tlles an original ans\\er in the court in rrhich the sttit is pending.-fhe

coun shall ahate the suit if the court. atter a hearing. tlnds that the person or

entit) is entitled to an abatement because Notice,'ras not provided as reclttired

bl Subsection

i.li(a) tl). Thc court shall abate the suit no longer than thirt) (-10) dals.

iii
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(b) Civil Penaltl'. Pursuant to Section 234.137 ofthe Local Govemment Code. a person

r.rho violates a Section or Subsection of the Regulations is liable to Hopkins Countl.
Texas fbr a civil penaltl oi not more than 510.000 fbr each riolation. Each day' a

violation continues is considered a separate violation tbr purposes ofassessing a civil
penalty'. Hopkins Countl. Texas may bring suit in district court to recover a civil
penalty'.

(c) Fees. Pursuant to Section 2i4.137 ofthe Local Govemment Code. Hopkins Countl.
Texas is entitled to recover reasonable expenses incurred in obtaining injunctive
relief. civil penalties. or both including reasonable attome)''s t'ees. court costs. and

inl estigatorl costs.

3. 16. Portable or Temporary Structures Prohibited

(a) As used herein a ponable or temporar]' structure means an) structure that meets an1 of
the lollou ing criteria:

(l) is originalll designed to be moved t'rom place to place by anl means nhatsoever.

*.hether on r.lheels. skids or othenrise: or

(l) an| structure uhich is not originalll designed to be permanenlll attached to the

real propertv on *hich it sets b1'means of a permanent tbundation or tboting.

(b) A portable or temporar) structure mav not be utilized to operate a Game Room and no

permit shall issue tbr operation ola Game Room in a temporar) structure.

3.17. Nlotor Vehicle Parking Space Requirements

(a) Anl Game Room Applicant or Operator shall not allorv patrons olthe Game Room to

park molor vehicles on an) state or count) road right-ot--ua1'. This simpl.v" means the

patrons cannot park their vehicles on the shoulder ofanl public highwal or road. and

additionalll all requirements of the Teras Department of Transportation shall be

complied * ith.

(h) Anl Game Room.A,pplicant or Operator shall provide not less than tive 15) parking

spaces per 1.000 square ttet olthe Game Room thcilitl.

Authoritl. under the Regulations is cumulative of other authorit) rihich Hopkins Countl.
Teras and its incorporated municipalities have in place or ma1 adopt at a later lime to
regulate Game Rooms. and does not limit that authorit).

-'t I

SECTION +. CL;MULATIVE EFFECT OF REGULATIONS: SEVER{BILITY.

-1.1. Cumulatire Eft-ect.



,1.2. Severabilitl Clause.

If a Section or Subsection of the Regulations. or certain applications of a Section or

Subsection. is tbund unconstitutional. the remaining Sections or Subsections. or applications

ofthose Sections or Subsections. uill continue in tbrce as larv.

4.3. Efi'ective Date.

These regulations. including the hours and da1.s of operalion limitations. shall become

effective in their entiretl etlective Juli' l. 2025. Exclusive ofthe hours and days restrictions.

game rooms u,hich meet the exemption tbund in Subsection 3.9(d) shall have until Ju[1 l.
2025 to meet uith and compll uith the remainder of these Regulations.

l0



THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HOPKINS

ORDER OF CONTMISSIONER'S COURT

Adopting Game Room Regulations

WHEREAS. Hopkins Countl received and reviewed the Regulations authorized b]
Chapter 234 of the Texas Local Govemment Code conceming the following general areas:

Regulation of the operation of game rooms. restricting the location of game rooms to specified

areas ofthe county. including the unincorporated area of the countyi prohibiting a game room

location within a certain distance ofa school. regular place ofreligious worship. or residential

nei-shborhood: and restricting the number of game rooms that ma)'. operate in a specified area

ol the countl.: and

WHEREAS. the Hopkins Countl Commissioners Court considered the proposed ne'*

Regulations conceming Game Rooms on Jul1. l. l0l5: nou

THEREFORE.'fHE HOPKNS COL NT\' COMVIISSIONF,RS COLIRl' FI\DS

Illicit Game Rooms. as a categor] ol commercial uses. are associated with a wide

varietl of adverse secondarl eft-ects. including but not limited to. personal and

propert)' crimes. gambling of}'enses. rveapon offenses. illicit drug use and drug

traflicking. negative impacts on surrounding properties. urban blight. and litter:

Came Rooms should be separated t'rom sensitive land uses to minimize the impact of
their adverse secondary et}'ects upon such uses- and should be separated tiom other

Game Rooms. to minimize the adverse secondan et'fects associated uith such uses

and to prel'ent an unnecessar). concentration oiGame Rooms in one area:

Game Rooms should have restricted hours ofoperation due to the considerations set

lbnh abor e. to limit rvhen Game Rooms ma] operate to 8:00 a.m. to I 0:00 p.m.

\{ondal s through Saturdal s. and I:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Sundals. or otheruise

authorized in sriling in the Game Room Permit isstred hl the Game Room Permit

Adnrinistrator pursuant to Subsection i.5 ofthese Regulations: and

Each ol the tbregoing adrerse secondarl efl-ects constitutes a harm. uhich Hopkins

Countl. -feras 
has a substantial goremment interest in preventing and abating. The

substantial go\ emment interest in preventing adverse secondary etltcts. uhich is

tlopkins Countl. Texas' ralionale tbr thr' Regulations. erists independent of an1

conrparatiYe anall sis bet$een legal Game Rooms and illicit Game Rooms. Hopkins

Ctruntl- Tesas' interests in regulating Game Rooms e\tends to preventing filttlre

adr erse secondarl etTects ot'either current or tuture Game Rooms tllat ma1 locate in

Hopkins Countl. Texas.

l
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THEREFORE. the Hopkins County Commissioners Court hereby adopts the attached

Hopkins Count)' Game Room Regulations.

Adopted tne E aal oLLJo:s

Neusom
Countv Judse

S

Attest:
Tracl Smith
Countl Clerk
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